
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 
Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible & Prayer Group – 1st & 3rd 
Fridays in the month  

 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 
Fridays in the month 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

May 
31 Annual Gift Day (Pentecost Sunday) 
 
July 
12 Members’ Meeting 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Borstal 

Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 2020 

"We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose." 

  
Romans 8:28 

 

CONTACT US! 
 

Minister:  (Vacant) 

Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 

Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 
 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
Website: www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From the Deacons:  
 
Well, here we are with our second ‘lockdown’ newssheet – 
although the word ‘lockdown’ in our setting is a little misleading, 
as we are allowed to leave our homes for exercise still (at time of 
writing anyway!).  Some countries have been allowed out only for 
shopping and medical appointments, and have to carry a letter of 
authority when out and about, so we have been relatively fortunate 
in the freedom we have had so far. 
 
Easter, of course, was a very different celebration for Christians 
this year – no sunrise services for those who are up with the lark, 
and no loud celebrations in our church buildings with others who 
understood our joy.   
 
However, Good Friday was a particularly poignant day – we met 
together across our homes and shared the Lord’s Supper together 
and, although we couldn’t see each other, we felt very much part 
of something bigger.  And that sorrow of our separation from each 
other mirrored – albeit in the very, very smallest of ways – 
something of what Christ must have felt as he cried out: “My Lord, 
my Lord, why have you forsaken me?” 
 
But we know that was not the end – the joy of the Resurrection 
was soon upon the disciples and followers.  And people across the 
world found ways to express their own joy in it despite the current 
situation.  Social media was bursting with posts and tweets 
proclaiming “He is risen!” and there were just as many responding 
with “He is risen indeed. Hallelujah!”.  Did you make your phone 
call with those words?  Did the person you called respond in the 
right way?  Perhaps you, too, got a paraphase in return of “Yes, 
he is – is that right??” 
 
Our own hesitation was due to whether we had remembered the 
words correctly.  The disciples’ hesitancy when the women 
returned from the tomb was down to sheer disbelief.  Empty?? 

How??  What had happened??  We have the wonderful benefit of 
hindsight, so we knew what was coming and we waited in hope. 
 
And today we wait in hope again – for the pandemic to cease, for a 
vaccine to be found, to see our loved ones again, to be able to get 
back to ‘normal’. 
 
As Christians, however, we should not be seeking ‘back to normal’.  
Nothing was normal ever again for the disciples.  As we look towards 
Pentecost, we can imagine that Peter never dreamed he would 
preach a sermon that would bring thousands to faith.  That wasn’t 
‘normal’.  The disciples would not have imagined that 2000 years 
on, the world would know what they had experienced, and wanted 
to be part of it.  That wasn’t ‘normal’. 
 
So let’s not settle for ‘normal’.  Let us continue to be thoughtful of 
others; to give space when it is needed; to be there when help is 
required; to appreciate those jobs who make our lives easier (health 
care workers from the cleaners to the consultants and all in 
between; delivery people; teachers; shop workers; emergency 
service providers; and many, many others).  Let us never again take 
for granted those whose ‘invisible’ jobs make up such a large part 
of our lives that we hardly notice them. 
 
Christ did not die for us that we might be ‘normal’ but so that we 
might be extraordinary and make a difference to the world we live 
in and to the people we meet. 
 

Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen 
 

 
 

If we need to send out the June newssheet and prayer diary 
because we still can’t meet, we will send them by email wherever 
possible.  So please check your copy of the directory and, if we 
haven’t got your correct email address, let Suz know 
(suz@zannerogers.co.uk).  Thanks. 

mailto:suz@zannerogers.co.uk

