
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate Fridays 
 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Borstal 

Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2020 

"We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose." 

  
Romans 8:28 

 

CONTACT US! 
Minister:  (Vacant) 

Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 

Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 
 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
Website: www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 

Action, was asked is climate action “a new movement of the holy spirit 
in the church, along the lines of the monastic movements etc.  Is it a 
new charism?”  My response was yes, but any new movement would 
include a combination of environmental care, social justice and a 
movement of the church from the centre into the margins.  The church 
in the inner city, among the poorest, the marginalised and the ignored 
is dying.  A new movement of the Spirit (charism) will move us into these 
places.  It will mean living intentionally and incarnationally among the 
poor (including in the UK), in the community but in sustainable 
communities who resist the consumption-based society will live in. No 
longer driving past churches but walking to local churches, using local 
shops rather than supermarkets, creating green spaces in concrete 
jungles and providing free, healthy food in community allotments and 
orchards.  This is a revival I can pray for! 

*Minister of Devonport Community Baptist Church, Plymouth 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From the Elders and Deacons:  
 

It’s been said many times that we should treat this pandemic like a 
marathon, not a sprint – we’re in it for the long haul and need to nurse 
ourselves along, as best suits each one of us, so that we can make the 
distance.  It’s hard, and it’s lonely, and it’s exhausting for so many.  And 
yet we are people of the everlasting God and he promises us strength to 
meet the challenges of life.  As Chris Tomlin wrote in his song:- 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
Our God, You reign forever 
Our hope, our strong deliverer 
You are the everlasting God 
The everlasting God 
You do not faint 
You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak 
You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 
From everlasting 
To everlasting 
God, you are everlasting 
 

As a diaconate, we are beginning to look at how we might be able to 
return to worshipping together as a fellowship.  But it is vital that we do 
it in a way that is safe for everyone.  Please bear with us as we seek the 
way forward – it may look different, and there may be things we cannot 
yet do, but we know that worship and upholding our fellowship and 
community in prayer do not depend on being in the church building.  We 
walk with the Lord in all we do. 
 

Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen

 
A REVIVAL I CAN PRAY FOR! 

 

With churches experiencing increases in online attendances during the 
pandemic, there has been talk of a new move of the Spirit.  I'm not 
convinced, writes Michael Shaw* - but here's the revival I'd like to see. 
 

Like many others who are more Anabaptist in their theology, I will not 
mourn Christendom.  Nor  do I hark back to a "Golden Age", which I am 
not sure ever actually 
 

not sure ever actually existed. I have struggled to pray for revival, a return 
to something that may never have been there in the first place.  
 

When I was in my 20s I was part of a church involved in the Toronto 
blessing movement.  It was a time when all our church leaders fasted for 
revival, and I was no different: I was working in a temp job at the time 
(post-University) and I would use my lunch hour to go to a park bench 
and plead for revival.  Yet for all the movements of the Spirit that went 
through many Charismatic churches, the church has not grown, and 
revival has not come. 
 

Many people have seen their church (online) attendance boosted during 
the Covid-19 pandemic and started to feel that a new move of the Spirit 
is possible.  The word revival is on many lips again.  But this often happens 
during a public health crisis, and when normal returns those figures drop 
off just as quickly. 
 

“How many of the same sort of confessions, too, have we seen in times 
of cholera, and fever, and pestilence!  Then our churches have been 
crammed with hearers, who, because so many funerals have passed their 
doors, or so many have died in the street, could not refrain from going up 
to God’s house to confess their sins. And under that visitation, when one, 
two, and three have been lying dead in the house, or next door, how many 
have thought they would really turn to God!  But, alas! when the pestilence 
had done its work, conviction ceased; and when the bell had tolled the 
last time for a death caused by cholera, then their hearts ceased to beat 
with penitence, and their tears did flow no more.”  

(Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 18/01/1857) 
 

The problem I have often asked is, what do we want to revive?  This is 
even more pertinent during discussions around Black Lives Matter, 
because of the church-sanctioned slavery, segregation in America, 
Apartheid in South Africa, and the murder of native people in various 
missions context from South America to Australia.  Do we want to revive 
that church?  And yes, at the same time I accept that the role of the 
church in abolitionary movements, from Wilberforce to Stop the Traffik, 
has been a force for good, but we cannot escape the fact the church has 
often straddled this debate. 
 

In the same vein do we want a return to a Christendom ideal that included 
the Crusades and the inquisition, the burning of heretics whether Catholic, 
Protestant or Anabaptist?  Of course not!  A few days ago Catholic 
acquaintance of mine, who, like me, is involved with Christian Climate 
Action, 
 


