
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 
Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate Fridays 
 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borstal 

Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2020 

"We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose." 

  
Romans 8:28 

 

CONTACT US! 
Minister:  (Vacant) 

Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 

Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 
 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
Website: www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 

We can’t predict how things are going to be.  We can have ideas, we 
can have dreams, we can imagine that church will become everything 
we want to be, but that doesn’t mean it will happen.  We need to listen 
and learn from what is happening and adjust our direction to the hand 
that is tugging us down the path we might not have noticed before.  Our 
destination is not in our hands.  While we can dream and hope, we can’t 
fix our eyes on anything but the direction that will be revealed over time 
by God.  The future holds many exciting possibilities, but now is not time 
to predict the one route that future will take us down.  Now is the time 
to let that route arise from the steps to which we are called.  Now is the 
time to let that route arise from within the community we serve.  Now is 
the time for that route to be revealed by the one who knows when we 
will be ready to see the destination.  Now is the time to listen to the 
wind, because the wind, it blows wherever it wishes.   

Claire Nicholls, Minister of New Addington Baptist Church 



 

From the Elders and Deacons:  
 

We are delighted to let you know that we will be resuming worship 
on Sunday mornings at 10:30am from 18 October!  We will begin 
in a very low-key manner, with a short act of worship that will comprise 
prayer, Bible reading, short talk, Communion and (we hope) some music.  
The service will probably last no more than half an hour and to begin 
with will be led by one of the deacons. 
 

We will, of course, have to follow government guidelines and this means 
that we will have to observe social distancing, sanitise our hands on 
entering and wear masks throughout (with the exception of whoever is 
leading the service).  We still cannot sing together, unfortunately, but we 
will share in Communion and – in order to do so safely – we ask that you 
bring your own ‘bread’ and ‘wine’.  Of course, we are aware that these 
elements are symbolic so whatever you have, that you are comfortable 
using, will be fine.  That could be water or juice, bread or a biscuit. 
 

At the moment, we are unable to socialise after the service over a cuppa 
but we hope that will change, and over the coming weeks and months 
we will seek ways to begin our other weekly activities too. 
 

We do understand that there may be a number within the fellowship who 
will not wish to meet in person just yet – and you must do what is right 
for you and your situation.  We will continue to produce the monthly 
sheet for Sunday worship, and will try to link that to the service planned 
for each week.  And, of course, we are subject to the ever-changing 
climate of the pandemic and things may have to change from week to 
week – and we will do our best to keep you in the loop!  We look forward 
to seeing you in person when you are ready. 
 

Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen 

As we swung into action, our normal spontaneous and last minute way 
of working very much in our favour, we went from cycling at full pelt to 
peddling on an exercise bike that, although was exhausting, was not 
going to go anywhere but home.  On Sunday I went to the building to 
check no-one else came for worship, and sat a long way from the deacon 
who had joined me as we worshipped separately in a room that would 
normally be empty when the service starts at 11am but full at 12.30pm.  
We tried out zoom after church coffee, and the impact of what this virus 
had done to our church life was felt hugely.   
 

What do you do when life has been turned upside down, twisted and 
turned, snapped in places and left flailing in some sort of weird liminal 
space that makes no sense to anyone, and you are trying to work out 
what it means to be called in a time that doesn’t make sense in itself?   
 

I lead a community church – called as a minister to the community.  We 
run a number of groups that seek to support people through all of the 
things that are coming into focus during lockdown – mental health, 
loneliness, difficult family circumstances, holiday hunger, the effects of 
austerity and job uncertainty.  In all of this physical presence is key, and 
so when that was ripped away, it hurt.  For our community it was 
important to acknowledge that pain; and as time has gone on, that pain, 
although more numbed for many, is still there, still hurts and has a 
centre of deep longing to be together again.   
 

As we discover what life is going to look like beyond lockdown, we have 
to recognise that it’s not going to be some kind of utopian dream – it’s 
more like a rocky mountain climb where the top is far beyond anything 
we can see.   
 

When lockdown hit, I had been leading the church for less than a year, 
and I’d been working on how we might plan for the future and trying to 
move the church beyond being the last minute decision makers they 
were.  That week in mid-March stopped us in our tracks, and one thing 
I’ve begun to realise that in a community where life suddenly being 
turned upside down is not an unusual experience, normality is less 
normal than we might expect it to be.  When you can’t plan you have to 
wait, when you can’t do the things you would normally do, you have to 
stop and you’ve just got to face and make decisions that work with 
whatever life hits you with.  If there is anything this time is teaching us 
is that we have to wait and see.  We can’t control any of this. 
 

WHAT I’VE BEEN LEARNING IN LOCKDOWN 
 

Monday 16 March.  I remember it well.  I was sat in my church secretary’s 
conservatory, where after a long meeting that morning to go through our 
coronavirus contingency plans I was having a conversation about 
cancelling our toddler group the next day, and then everything stopped 
as the announcements piled one on top of the other and we realised this 
was more than just a decision we could make, but a decision we had to 
make, along with many others about closing the church building for 
anything but the essentials.   


