
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate Fridays 
 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borstal 

Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 2021 

"I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do 
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go."  

Joshua 1:9 

CONTACT US! 

Minister:  (Vacant) 

Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 

Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 
 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
Website: www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 

families, running programmes, serving the vulnerable and partnering  
with local agencies, means that we are a safe place for people who are 
struggling and a dependable organisation that local leaders and policy 
makers can rely upon.' 
 

Church-based programmes are well-positioned to help communities 
during the long-term recovery from Covid-19, added Tim.  'We have 
seen new partnership opportunities between churches and local 
authorities develop and our hope is that this is a foundation from which 
we can build over the coming months.'  
 

To find out more about YourNeighbour and The Church in Lockdown 
report go to yourneighbour.org    
 

https://yourneighbour.org/


 

From the Elders and Deacons:  
 
Welcome to 2021! 
 
After the worry and stress, the grief, and the isolation of 2020, we hope 
and pray for a very different year this time round.  As a church, we hope 
that we will soon be worshipping together properly, with singing, and 
shared Communion, and a cuppa afterwards. 
 
But there were aspects of 2020 that we need to hold on to – the sense 
of community and looking out for each other for instance.  As a 
worshipping community, we are commanded to love God, to love one 
another, and to love our neighbour, so let’s not lose sight of the small 
things that made 2020 bearable – the people who did shopping for those 
who could not, the smile and cheery ‘hello’ from a stranger whilst out for 
our hour’s exercise, and the big message of keeping ourselves and 
everyone else safe by abiding by the ever-changing regulations. 
 
The command to LOVE – to care for widows and orphans, for those who 
have lost employment, for those struggling to make ends meet – has 
never changed, and as God’s people here in Borstal we must ensure our 
communities can feel that love. 
 
As we look forward and wonder what the future holds for us as a church 
– a new minister, perhaps?! – let us hold fast to our church text for 2021 
to “be strong and courageous” because, whatever happens, the Lord our 
God is with us wherever we go, whatever we do, and whoever we meet. 
 
God bless, 
 
Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen 
 
 

YourNeighbour has been a UK-wide church response to Covid-19.  In 
the six-week period after the onset of lockdown the founders built a 
network of over 1,100 churches with denominational partners including 
the Church of England, Salvation Army, Baptists Together, Assemblies 
of God, Vineyard, and the Methodist Church. 
 

The new report, The Church in Lockdown, highlights a number of areas 
where churches have been active in responding to the emergency needs 
felt across the country.  One of the key areas has been its response to 
the crisis in food poverty, which has been highlighted time and again in 
2020 with the increased demand for foodbanks and the advocacy work 
being done by high profile spokespeople such as Marcus Rashford.  The 
report estimates that churches across the UK have provided more than 
5 million meals per month during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Tim Pikington, Director of YourNeighbour, said: 'During lockdown we 
have seen a remarkable response from the British church, the buildings 
were closed but the Church was open.  The Church responded quickly 
and creatively.  As well as churches providing, what we estimate to be 
more than five million meals per month to those in need, they have also 
played a vital role in providing emotional and spiritual needs through 
pastoral and bereavement support, domestic violence interventions and 
mentoring, among others.' 
 

The report cites the example of West End Baptist Church in Wiltshire, 
which sought to address digital poverty by refurbishing and distributing 
laptops through local schools, so that disadvantaged pupils could 
continue to engage with the curriculum.  The report also found that 90 
per cent of surveyed churches supported the vulnerable in some way, 
with 58 per cent providing emergency food, 57 per cent providing 
befriending services to the elderly and isolated, and almost half of the 
surveyed churches started a new community engagement initiative 
during the pandemic. 
 

In addition to finance, staff, volunteers and buildings, churches have a 
unique and valuable resource, stated the report – trust.  It quoted the 
Revd David Hitchcock of Tonbridge Baptist Church:  
 
'Trust has been our greatest asset in the midst of this crisis.  The fact 
that we have been part of our community for decades, supporting  

Cont/… 
 

'5 MILLION MEALS PER MONTH DURING THE PANDEMIC' 
 
Churches across the UK have provided more than 5 million meals per 
month during the coronavirus pandemic, according to a new report.  The 
report, released by YourNeighbour, suggests many of those meals have 
been provided to frontline workers, those who were self-shielding, and 
individuals too embarrassed to ask for help. 


