
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate Fridays 
 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 
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Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
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"I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do 
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go."  

Joshua 1:9 

CONTACT US! 

Minister:  
(Vacant) 

Elder/Treasurer:  
Bryan Johnson  
 01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: 
Suzanne Rogers  
 07809 433723 

Deacons:  
Karen Barnes 
Lynda Gilbert 
Fay Graham  
Jan Rogers 

www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 



 

From the Elders and Deacons:  
 
As the doors to our buildings remain closed, it is important to 
remind ourselves that the church is still ‘open’.  We are open to 
helping others where we can, we are open to being God’s hands 
in our community, and we are open to hearing what God has to 
say to us – both as individuals and as a fellowship. 
 
As we move through Lent towards the passions of Holy Week and 
the events of Easter, take some time to hear what God is saying 
to you about the future.  We know it will look different, we know 
that we may have to change what we do and how we do it.  Are 
we ready to be part of God’s vision?  Are we ready to be “strong 
and courageous”, rather than “frightened or dismayed”?  We do 
not know what the future holds for us – who will be our next 
minister, when will they arrive, and what will they be like?  All 
these questions can seem daunting and yet God has promised that 
he will be with us wherever we go. 
 
So take heart, hold strong, and be ready for God’s next step for 
Borstal! 
 
God bless, 
 
Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen 

Everyone likes a good story, and sure enough, this book did not 
disappoint.  I started reading it on the bus coming home from 
college, and the first story I read was about a woman travelling 
on a bus and her experience of being present to the passengers 
and drivers when a conflict arose.  So I was instantly hooked, and 
immediately started to consider whether I also was being present 
to my fellow travellers in that tightly bounded space whose 
membership is forever changing as people board and disembark. 
 

Real life mission situations are messy.  They seldom have clear 
lines of development, and they almost never have unambiguous 
success criteria.  A story faithfully told can capture this messiness 
and preserve the open-ended nature of mission.  This is what we 
get in this book – faithfully told stories of a wide variety of 
situations where Christians have attempted to engage with the 
wider world, whether that is on a bus, or in an anarchist and 
squatter community, or with a paedophile in prison, or a meal with 
a group of Iranian men or drinking chai in Calais’ Jungle – and so 
many more. 
 

After every three or four stories, the editors (Mike Pears and Paul 
Cloke) present an “editorial conversation” which draws together 
the previous stories under an umbrella.  These umbrella categories 
are: moments of ‘seeing’, encountering other worlds, “Guest or 
host?”, creative tension and “Who is my neighbour?”.  This 
provides some sort of structure to the book, without artificially 
forcing the stories and the marginal communities they describe 
into shapes which they can’t sustain. 
 

This is an excellent book – like most good books, it’s easy to read 
and hard to forget.  It challenges our preconceptions about 
mission, and perhaps especially about what constitutes success.  I 
would recommend it wholeheartedly to anyone involved in mission 
in marginal places.  That’s you.  Or, at least, if you’re a follower of 
Jesus, that should be you.  
 

* Rosa is minister of Capel Salem, a bilingual Baptist Church in Tonteg, 
South Wales, and Co-Principal of South Wales Baptist College. 

MISSION IN MARGINAL PLACES: THE STORIES 
 
By Paul Cloke and Mike Pears (eds) 
Reviewed by Rosa Hunt* 
 
This is the third in what should be a series of six books about 
mission in marginal places.  The first two in the series dealt with 
the theory and the praxis, and this book tells us stories about 
mission. 


