
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  
 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 5.15pm Kingsquad (Yrs 3-6) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter months 
 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate Fridays 
 7.30pm-9.30pm Powerhouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borstal 

Baptist Church 
 

 

To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  
There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome to stay in the service or go out to 
Sunday School.  You are warmly invited to stay for coffee or tea after 
the morning service.  If we can help you in any way, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ book before you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 2021 

"I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do 
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go."  

Joshua 1:9 

 

CONTACT US! 
Minister:  (Vacant) 
Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 
Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 
 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
 

www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 

board.  There is still a longer Bible seminar for those who want it after 
Breakfast Church, which lasts around 30-40 minutes.  Even with this, the 
Sunday service finishes around 11am, leaving plenty of time for all the 
other weekend activities people get up to.  
 

Ben still believes the church needs to be more missional.  Around two-
thirds of visitors are staying, but Ben would like to reach more.  He is 
reflecting on how the church can make everything more accessible to 
everyone.  But it’s all about God’s leading.  “It was never our intention 
to go down this route.  We just wanted to follow where God was leading.  
People have sometimes commented, “You’re brave for taking such risks!” 
but in a funny way, when God is leading, it doesn’t feel particularly brave.  
It just feels like the right thing to do!  I’m very excited by what’s 
happened – but it’s been very much led by God.”  
 

This article appeared in the Summer 2019 edition of Baptists Together 
magazine 
 
 



 

From the Elders and Deacons:  
 
As lockdown is easing, we are pleased to announce that we will be 
open for worship from Easter Sunday! 
 

It seems the right time, as we think about new beginnings, new life, and 
resurrection.  The Diaconate has been meeting with Stephen, our 
Moderator, and starting to look forward to what the future for our church 
will look like.  There may be changes but our main focus will still be to 
a living Christian presence here in Borstal – to be a place and a people 
that reflect the love of God for all humankind, that reflect the servant 
heart of God for our neighbours, and that reflect the peace of God that 
is available to those who seek it.  So as we take tentative steps back out 
into the world, hold the words of this blessing close:- 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and, until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 

Bryan, Suz, Lynda, Jan, Fay, & Karen 

A church meeting was held, followed by several prayer meetings.  Out 
of this a vision began to emerge of doing services differently.  But it 
wasn’t just a different type of church – it was a culture change, explains 
Ben.  “We needed to become much more relational.  If we wanted to be 
a community, we had to do what a community does.”  
 

One expression of this was sharing a meal together.  Thoughts began 
to coalesce around an earlier, shorter service that began with breakfast, 
continued with a block of worship and featured a short, accessible 10-
15 minute talk.  All would take place around tables to allow for 
relationships to build.  There would be no rota – this was a church family, 
and, like families, people were expected to muck in.  If held from 9am, 
it would allow people the rest of the day for other activities, (such as 
sport).  
 

As the idea was discussed, it was suggested to have this service once a 
month as a way of testing the waters.  “However, then we felt if we 
wanted to bring a culture of change, we needed to be more intentional,” 
says Ben.  “So it was a case of going all in, with both feet.  This would 
be our new way of doing church, every Sunday.”  
 

Breakfast Church began two years ago.  At 9:00am members tuck into 
a selection of cereals, pastries, toast, coffee, tea and juice, all free 
provided by the church.  The talk explores the ‘nuts and bolts’ of the 
Christian faith and how our faith impacts everyday life.  There is an 
opportunity to worship God together, which happens in a number of 
ways including singing together, praying individually and as a whole, and 
giving God the opportunity to communicate with the congregation.  
 

Ben is pleased at how life at Addlestone has developed.  “This feels what 
church should be.  Having breakfast is a great way to make new friends 
and get to know one another better.  It’s family: our pastoral care is 
happening in a much more natural basis.  It’s accessible to seekers.  
There has been an upturn in numbers.  The congregation had dropped 
to the mid-40s, but numbers are now back up to what they were.  When 
we do have visitors, they seem much more likely to stay.  They get a 
good welcome, have good conversations.  And having no rotas has 
contributed a sense of family, and feels less burdensome. We have an 
atmosphere where everyone joins in.”  
 

With such a big change it was inevitable there would be some fall out.  
But while it wasn’t easy for some members to accept, most were on 
board.  There is still a longer Bible seminar for those who want it after 
Breakfast Church, which lasts around 30-40 minutes.  Even with this, 
the Sunday service finishes around 11am, leaving plenty of time for all 

HOW WE REVAMPED OUR SUNDAY SERVICE 
 

Addlestone Baptist Church altered its traditional Sunday service to a 
more informal gathering based around food.  It's had a profound effect 
on the life of the church 
  

Ben Fortescue is the minister of Addlestone Baptist Church in Surrey.  
When he arrived nine years ago there were about 70 regular attendees 
on Sunday mornings, which saw a traditional offering of 30 minutes 
expository Bible teaching, hymns and prayers.  “I’d described us as an 
average Baptist church,” Ben says.  
 

Four years ago, Ben noticed people’s attendance was becoming more 
erratic.  Numbers were falling.  Attendance was more irregular.  Visitors 
weren’t staying.  If this continued, he realised, in five years’ time the 
church’s very existence could be threatened.  “There was just a sense 
we were stagnant,” says Ben.  “We were in decline, and we needed to 
address it.” 

 


