
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

 

Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship 
 

Tuesday 9.00am Prayer Meeting  

 10.00am Little Treasures (pre-school) 
 

Wednesday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 
 

Thursday 9:00am - 12.00pm Friendly Bean Community Café 

 3.00pm Housegroup (Church) – winter 

months 

 7.00pm Housegroup (Church) – summer 

months 
 

Friday 10.00am-11.30pm Bible Study Group – Alternate 

Fridays 

 7.30pm-9.30pm PowerHouse (yrs 7-11) – 1st & 3rd 

Fridays in the month 
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To know Christ and to make Him known 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2021 
 
Welcome to our church.  We pray that you will meet with God here.  

There is a loop system in use, just turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position.  Children are welcome and you are warmly invited to stay 
for coffee or tea after the morning service.  If we can help you in 

any way, please don’t hesitate to ask.  Do please sign the visitors’ 
book before you leave. 

 
 
 
 
 

"I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go." Joshua 1:9 

 

CONTACT US! 

Minister:  John Western  07969 391393 

Elder/Treasurer:  Bryan Johnson  01634 842283 

Elder/Secretary: Suzanne Rogers  07809 433723 

Deacons:  Karen Barnes Lynda Gilbert 

 Fay Graham  Jan Rogers 
 

www.borstalbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 

‘It was always present with her, but any time we were in the 
church scenes — even for myself — I couldn't tell the difference 

if I'm at church singing or on a set shooting.  So y'all just roll 
the camera, because that to me is where we completely connect 
and align in every way.  It would be those moments, OK, 

Aretha, I get it.' 
 

Jennifer’s deep connection to the church and her own life’s story 
gave her a deep connection to Aretha’s own journey — it was 

why she chose Jennifer to portray her.  'The church is 
everything, which is why it was so crucial in this.  I'm like it 

would not be an Aretha Franklin film if it does not begin and 
end with the church in everything, even in Respect or Think, I 
was always there to remind them the base is the church for she 

and I.  And I feel as though that is the biggest connection. 
 

The film charts the perfectly imperfect journey of Aretha 
Franklin, and cinematically transports us into the life, legacy, 

and home of the Queen of Soul.  It is a great opportunity to get 
out to the cinema with friends, and discuss themes of faith in 

times of hardship.  
 
 

 



 

From the Manse:  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I struggle to comprehend that I have been in Borstal for 18 months 

and that this strange year of 2021 is now entering its penultimate 

month.  As I look back and wonder where the time has gone, I 

recognise that November is strongly associated with remembering – 

not only containing Remembrance Sunday, but also the 

commemoration of a certain attempt to be rid of parliament: 
 

“Remember, remember, the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason 

and plot”. 
 

Of course there is great value in remembrance.  Recalling the horrors 

and senseless waste of young lives in wars will hopefully make us less 

inclined to rush into another.  It is the Spanish philosopher George 

Santayana who is credited with saying, “Those who do not remember 

the past are condemned to repeat it”. 
 

Yet not all remembering is as valuable.  We can be inclined to 

daydream wistfully about what we perceive as the good old days, with 

the sole result that we become discontent with the present. 
 

The Bible never commends indulging such thoughts, but it does often 

encourage remembrance, often through meals, such as Passover or 

indeed the Lord’s Supper.  The purpose of such acts is not to 

encourage sentimentality, but to bring to mind what God has done – 

his mighty acts in delivering his people of old – and to remember who 

God is.  As Jesus said when he was breaking bread with his friends, 

“Do this to remember ME”.  When we remember Jesus, his example, 

his love, his power, his grace, it helps us to move forward with faith 

that whatever challenges lie ahead, however difficult they may 

appear, we can be confident that God will lead us through. 

 

So let’s take some time this month to remember – to recall the great 

things God has done in the past, through Borstal Baptist Church and 

within the community.  But let’s recognise that things have changed, 

that we live in a different world today.  So, rather than idly wishing 

for a return of the “good old days”, let’s put our confidence in God 

that He can do still greater things – that good new days lie ahead in 

Him. 
 

Every Blessing 

 
 
 

FAITH FOCUS IN FILM ABOUT ARETHA FRANKLIN 
 

September saw the long-awaited title Respect hit UK cinemas.  

The film tells the story of Aretha Franklin, played by the singer 
and actress Jennifer Hudson – and the main narrative it holds 

throughout is Aretha's faith. 
  

Aretha had been singing and playing the piano in front of 
friends, family, and her church (New Bethel Baptist 

Church in Detroit, Michigan) since she was a little girl — much 
of which was encouraged by her father to use her natural gifts 

and talents, but also from the relationship of being a PK (a 
Preacher’s Kid) and the scrutiny of being held to higher 
standards by members of the congregation and community. 
 

Before her death in 2018, Aretha had asked Jennifer to play her 

in a biopic – and their shared faith and church upbringing 

played a big part, Jennifer explains. 
 

'I feel like that's why Aretha and I relate, you know.  I totally 
understand that.  I get what music represented for her because 

it represents the same for me.  The base of it comes from the 
church when you're that young.  I started singing in church, as 
they said I was a lap baby on my grandmother's knee in the 

choir.  They wanted a note hit, and I hit the note.  Well, when 
you grow up in church singing the way Aretha and I did, you 

know, you learn to sing with a purpose with substance to a 
higher calling such as God — it's a completely different thing 
than just a simple song, it creates a sacred connection and 

comfort, which again I can, it's my life.' 
 

Jennifer mentions that she felt a very real connection with 
Aretha Franklin on set.  'Especially the church moments, and 

that to me I learned was approached completely differently by 
her.  When she would perform commercially, she would 

perform, but when she did her ministry in church singing the 
gospel, it was so internal.  It was so personal.  You can feel the 
anointing in the praise, and even in her secular music, you 

could still feel that presence because anointing of it's there.’ 

Cont/… 
 


